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born Hid~'.1 ill .iche vicinity of Dea Butgonbacb 16 - 24.Dee_ber. 1944 

Going back to the 6th day or June. 1944, n~ find that the lIt 

, . . ,t.·~ 
lSsa g,ap A) 

A. month later it torcec. UJ1 opening ~) .. t St. Lo, i'rb,nCe on 25 July, 

Array in an1h11t'L,ting the German u~.ita trapped there. point 

. t . ,... - , ' 
J. Sy~~,'''·' '.I fnc"rQ,(, (lIe .' J.". v • .; " \ v. ~, 

seized Paris and raced to Mona, Belgium 

where the remnants of' tift' nrlft 

the pocket ~au5ed by the rap1d aAVaDce of the First American Army 

Aachen. ,,",.rmaay 8urrellderc;u ',,0 the let vi,') UiAy. .La November the 1st 

.~ 
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fl" 
Oa the lett tlank was VII Corpl wbich --I d 1 ltd -. ..gage a conBO atlas 

it, poe1t1oDI ud tak111i 1:lmitedobje9'tlv., bl't" ••• Altrlo!"t; Ge,:"ZU:v 

oa the north aDd LlUDIIlers<1orf t lienau,. Oft the south. Bet ..... Lammere-

\ieJ"lJU,Y i OOrpl was making the .... 1ft effort by attacking due east 

to sei~e the Roe. Riv.r Dame. O~ the ri,b~ rlank~ VIII Corps ... 
J"\ 

~ 

... aged in a puraly defensive roll, being very thin!y apr.ad bet •••• 

tb. above mentioned point north of Losheim, Germany on the Dorth 

aDd Bemich, Belgium OD the south where it tied in with the ad uS 

0= 14 Oocemkr, uthough Y Corps attaok was CGntiBlAfjd, there 

was little advance. (4) 

pulaed a count.&rattaak from the southeast. in front of Lammeredorf t 

Germany ~.d pressed forward for small advances to secure the balance 

o(~!181r objactivfHh (s) 
p-

On the woruia, oi 10 Dec •• ber, 1944, after a careful aaaly.ia 

ful a.588mbl,. or t •• nty-two di V1.8i0J18 in almost complete aecrecy, 

ot art111ery t1re commenc~ng at 05~u OB fromt l~n. troop., ar~.~!.r7 

pos1tioBS, commaDd posts and commta1ca~ion8 centers; the attack, 

011 the north aad Kchteru.ch on the eo"tll. (See Map -Biil All soon as 

the artillery fir. was lifted oa the tront lia~ troops. it was shitt-

,~,,~ 1. 

,;"'" ... ,.ji~~"'~''''''' r~w iaet~}latio!1s aDd £$11 :!'o't' tif" ~ eM half M1UI'&""",-,,"',~.·"..w""'<I.w ... ~,.: ,~,ac .. 
. ,,.:-... : .' . ., . 
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,,~, tf.~iUl!. ... ;J.iu"'.ltlJ:.1il1c""'Ha;r1 ;o..~ 1010 dri V$' 't~d 'ia:·""Bou:e . ",', 

(3) ~I. P .... 95-98, (4) ~l ,. 98, (5) ~IJ p. 98, (6) ~I, p. IOa • 
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Ia additio. to all th1e, approximatel, 800 paraohut1ate, alder 

til .. cO-Iud of a Col. V41ft dar. Heydt., were to Jwap (in the El'8nbora 

Ridge area to .,,,11. ·:i.flil1oritUtt f"ti&d jU'tletiijJtI bet".eiC lc.a'upen aiid' 'Mi.l •• ,fY; 
<. J 

Their mis8ion was to immobilize a.nd blonk mOVBmen-ta ~-t Amerie~.n troop! 

from the north that could be used to stem the German attack. 1ft spite 

.r the fact that initially they raet little or no rseistRrtt}" il'! th~!r 

ed men and equipment and .:01 he'f8r did get properly organized. We 

later fou.nd Qut later that none of in;e paratroops lwi beeD told of 

lI1e .. misaion, other thu that further i1'18tt'uctioll would be gi" •• td.II 
, 

'>1 I " 

when he had landed. The only thing the NC~knew was that they were 

to hold certaiB key road junctlonsf they had no seoondary mission. 

When they ware unable to ca~rl out their primary miasion~~ey hid 

out in the woods, harassing isolated vehicles and taking a few prisoners, 

as thoy railed to 
it . . 

block any of our movments toward the penatrated area. (9) 
It .: ~ .., ., 
i i. (. I. .. I 

'rbe heaviest attack on ~III Corps hit at 6700 hours Oft 16 Dece .. 
. t"·~ t t .:-~.:f i-~ --

ber on either side of' the Schnee Eifel Forest. (See Map tt~C;t). Here 

there were two aVeftU8S of approach towards the northwest a~d the enemy 

J unctions at st. Vi th and Obe Oli the north lad to the important 

tilenborn Ridge. Her., on the boundary between V and V:1II Corp., 
!<. 

• 0';. ; •. ~L . .r "' _,I.;'. ........ ... ""#.- ',"", • ,', •. ",' ,.. • . • " .: : " ,. "It~':.. . "', '. ' ..• ". . , 

the r~gh~ flank of the 99th Di visiQD in the Bucholz }c'or8at waS e.l1r" 

'bae.~~;·~~ .~ 8nM!~ pen@tra.tion made nearly to Bullin~en. (See lIap "C"). 
{I 1 

Rr night; the Germans had made a deep p&netration ~i188 west aDd south-
. . . ' ...... ' "".' '. '" . . .;0/1(.,. ·j',+,~t·· , I 

west of Holzheim between the south edge or the Bucholz Forest and 

... 

. , 

• I : 
I , 
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The Ge~ 6ttac~S cu 17 December were slew 1ft .ettieg started. 
. ~~ 
'.' vigorou,s attack on the J§:th In qe10n at Jio:nfJ"he.~ us rop"lsad bi.4t 

~nlot6 of tne 2d Infantx:y Divis10,n JJ.J'\d th." ,99:t,h l:famry Diviflion to 

the south were forced to t'ttll back. The 2bth RCT from the 1st Infantr" 
.; 

Dl.visl.on ha.d movftd up and countertl.ttacked g')u"tn oi Butgen~ach to restore 

the line north of Bulll.nge:. South of ltt.i,l.l. lng.1: ~il. German 1st LIS 

Panzer Corps had b~gun to pour through the gap. (See M&p "C"):~nemy 

01 e.1.em':1t.its ol~ne G~lst l!,;ngl.nger Combat Bat t a.l. ~Qn, Tn.ee elemants 

were bypasEed and. the panzer apearh4Jad raced as 1'ar w\tot as S1fa'iolot. 

Un. armored lnfamry regiment and a TIl battall.on .. ere sent to reinlorce 

to ba fivlu~ng ou~ along poslt10ns ~n the Schnee lifc~ Forest even 

Ttnoygn oommunl.c~tions wloin 1It1&t.n nad beer! c .... ,;. The enemy had driven 

deep toward St. Vith, wnora the/ttl Armored D-ivi.slon had been sell'; ';9 
"\ 
; 

check it. \11): I" '" i:'~' '\-"". ::," . 

On 18 December the enel1lY greatly extended lots panetraiions. Trw 

,,24 and· 99th Ilu antry DivIsions along witn the 20th ReT contin~ed to 

hold tn4i J.lne 9.rQU!lU l:3utgenbach alid 'protoiJ'ttn~ l.lllportant »;lsenoorn 

Ridge. Tm:, ~l.m6 ta.ole 01' the 2d tiS Panaer Corps wa.s oei.ng nola up as 

the 1st 55 Panzer Oorps was having dit"ficL41ty Ln securing th1$ ridle~ 

'I'hrough the gap south ot' Bytgenbacn enemy ~nit5 had advanced as far 

;..,.,'",. -, .-",,_ ... ,.' weei' 'as Werbomont 'wi tn'ad -:lit ional ""el '_~~tB at" Stoumont • At ~12M' o~ ~ 
f 

til,", 18tn 01 December the 30th Infantry Dl.V~S~OIl reported one .HOT, ill 

~. 

,. - ~ ..... 'W;,. " .. ,'~,~,: 

St~velot and Yalmedy. Dur~ng the l~th Gener~l HO~;~~ lOG !gt v~S*Army) 

not~l.1..ed General Gi!a\uw leG v Corps) that the 82d Airborne DlvJ.slon was 

(il) A-i, p. 106; (12) A-4, p. 236 • 
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j'orce UAV1UriUN, mad. lAp 01 tankS, tl'DI, and recOnnai88Sl'lCe el'ment" of 

.,.;,,, .. ;~~.>!.,,.".,,,:t,h.se units, attacheu ana ass ~gn~a tu '&he 1st 'u.lVllOlJ.on, were '112 t,he 

,',"r . • ' ', •.•. ' •. ,. 

V1C~!!1.,,&y 01 We1mefi while the 18th !nJ.an'try was \!nUer V Uurpa QontruJ. in 

1iha Vl.C trll:ty u1 ~up.n on an a.nt l.-paraCnu'l;e m18sion. \J..j) 

tn. Vl.C J.n lty ul'ierviafs, .t)o.igium ':lnere 1" h'3n oeen .Ln v-Curpo reserve 

tiurtgen ,l4'oraf:)" on i Deceulber by line 9th Infal try D~visl.on and wa;,;l recv1V-

l.ng .1.t,i..1 ):i.I"st rest P€H"l.OU Sl..uc~ l.tti aes&,,tt on tne neacnes 01 Norlnandy 

tiix mont us before. 

in tne HUI'"t: gen l"ort't4t a.Ct, :lon .. 

't'~!:1 .. 1i Wi::H't') t:\4t 011, l:)",rcoL4ndert, and ei t nar killed or captwt'tJu J.n t,n., 

~uwn 01 Marone, Germany. (14) 
" . 

lrnen it U~17t:un~ ttP:l?;:",Yt::'fitth!lt thlJ I:)r_k~h ... ~ih ... l1i1.o· (d: .Mjor pro-

At 0:';00, 17 December, 'tne ~C li.u·r, lee8 at'G8.cnec. tanks and tank des-
~ 

• " .. , , j." ~j. ' 

troyerst roo I/tH.l 

mornJ.ng mOV61U\1nt "&0 Camp Elaenborn waS iii ths COlil, penetrating £·og 

of mid~December. Supporting units of the 99th Infantry Division were 

tria.ngle !'orrnl. 'by the junction of the Verviars-Eupen-iAalmedy Road 

1\'lA) ~ al ~ 1 ~ rerson .~cw aage. 
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'Eh.;~~a.:~~a.liQn ()QmeM(t.~,r~pl.ied the.t tth,at '\1TasJust who he Was. look

ills for arad ~cved the colwam on. ,Attnl. JuaetiGD the area was cover" 

,''''With ftl;f"ttchutas :u1d e. 1i,tile further upt'he roa.d two" or i:hr;~ enG;;1 
,\.. ;. ~< "';'~I ;;,~ .~. 

,...- ..... _-v"" ................ , 

This was the &Jttent of the "blocking actiont' of the German paratroop. 

The 36th RGT re~ched G~~p Else~bQrn at 1700 hours 17th December 

and was given the mission of containing the enemyis drive and to 

prevent i+ -.. spreading north to 

thing of a raoe to develo}j :between th6 :dGtil lr.::ran't.ry and 'tnc 12th SS 

t'an1: ar D.l Vl. S lon l' or t he vee -..pat loon ul:' Bytgenblich. At .L400 hours the 

26tn lnl antry sa l.;led Butgetlbac,h and pusn9d lots 2d and ~d Battalion~ 

directJ.y south to seeure the hill masses O'llerJ.ooking B~.ll'-ngan in order 

to sa,leguard the miiin road to Malmedy as well a,s a .La.rge 6tock pile of 

This wa.s a,ccum-

p!ished w~th little opposition. The 1st Battalion remained in 

bach where 'l.t secured the town ttnd bagan consol.!.de.ting the stl"aggJ.ers in 

the area and using ~nem to lurtner strengtnen the der~ns~. Late that 

in positioh. tlG) 

1&11'e1 RJ.d ge that was captured by the enemy in tneir J...rll.tial aseawJ.t on 

VIII C()rp8. 'l1'la Elsanbcr: F.idge rttn from t.ne first hill masS behind 

~. :,' ~'I.; •• ~\_- .. ~,~ ••• , ~_ ~~~'=~~a~eil~ 'n~~t~e~:~~l.J'ii~:,rt.t •• ti~#..,·i~· · , 
.... ~ ~.I/>'Ii''''~ i.loII.,.~:"i;."vI ...... :.~,' ~~,.,1.~,',~"' •• ·MI>4~~' ';I:~~""I",~'J'iIIiI'.:I" .t*anLi._' ... ,Mtd' ..... 1 .. ,"'''' .... i':f,~1'/~v .. ,,', ..' '.~,,,: ; .. '., .... ';.. \IO~f"l>,'··'" .......... ~I .... oIlilli\lt~. '~:~'.; 

., .. ,', 
~.~"'" 

. ';.' !""', <'" •• .t~ll 
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O.ci.tb6 Its6abol'1i Rid,. wae .Iecured the Germans could drive straight 

dOwn a serie, of corridors aDd eeize the buge American dumps at Lie,e. 

'rom, t.here th~ tt.mane co~ld t',eeupplv their panzer units with Amer1-
f) 

can ga~lir.e ~d roll en to the port of p.ntwerp, ~h~ir final obje-'ive. 

Also from Bullingen to Butgenbach to Malmedy was an additional suppiy 

rout~ llSed#d to !!t9.ii!t5.i: the fO"$.rd movement of their penetration. 

wuoded hill masses that gave all the advantage to the dafender. The 

southwester~ flank of the ridge from Malm6dy to stoumcnt ~as also 

well protected by the Ambleve River and a series or hill :asse! that 

formed cross compartments for anyone attacking 1"rom the 50utii6&5t. 

l;$J\eral. Eisenhower Vias also verv much worried about the defen98 or 
,- ~. I~ , i ,. ,. , ., 

this particular piece of terrain and called up GeBeral Bradley to 

inquire abQute it. Gelleral Bradley replied; ttThey can!t come through, 

lit th • at "1--' _.t -n .a. ..... .e.-- tt (, ", ).T_" --1"· -8 the 1st Di .. ..i -10· v., go 6 J.~ i.I V.a.D.a.V uil_~'=. ,.L:; ~'!~ ... V"~_:: -- i.iov U 

there it waS going to 8tay there at all costs • 

For the first time sinee our landing6 in ~~rmandy enemy air 

became a factor to contend with. All day on the 18th of December they 

.e.8 active acrose V Corps front but the IX Tactical Air Command 

was on the job. During the day a total ot 400 :orti9& .. ere flown and 

claims were high. 119 enemy aircraft destroyed, aDd 73 d~aged. twenty 

.... ' . i-hree" &"rlu6rofi4 l~i~l-el'':'·:J,,,~::-~t,n~f.,;t·,· ,12 d.~!,q.l 188 other vehicles 
,... ""': ..... , ..... -~. "f .~.". .~';. .. ~ .• , I. ", .. If>l ...... • 

destroyed and 172 damaged. (18) A large pa.~ or this damage was in-
~v:.~"""., '''.' .;"~'M":';t.\'·, orf~U<",._·,"~,.,jf· ~~.-" '"" "!. __ , 

flict&d by 'tbe a.ir b16. bflt"W~on S'tn.vtlot n.nd StO\llioftt. (19) 

-.b stated 9!\r'lier, the 2d Battaliuil 26th Infalltry had .eia,d 
.. 8f tltltPr'h1 .... ,wi.Jilr'i] 'IinlJ!!.iW~ lilll .... ·· ' 

the hill maBa at DOli Butgon ... ac-$ '!Inlftl\ 

£ .' 

.f-II'{"\~i-jl.1{"; " ,,~,~j";;~~'I~:.~~'~·f~'j~''''~!~'''~~~~l-!:~~~M.~.e.,.r to ~ec ure the SO\le,iiW: __ ~!~~:';"'\'>f,,;,,,,,,:,,,l(~~'~f,,r"1~~ , :. ,~,"IN'<'r ~:.?"~)!If\It",.! ... !iIII.\"t.., ' '',' .' 
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~\lr1 .. tbe late afternoon of 17 necember, tbe batt"lii. co_aDder, 

Lt. Colonel Derrill Daniel, called hit company command$rl aad battalioa 

at.rt together and gave his defetlse or.der. Or. the lett he placed 

the main ~upplj routes ot the Sixth 55 Panzer Army. Oa tbe right of 

ing sou~h east and extending to the right to in~lud. tho main road 

running south. "E" Co took up a reverse slope defense irom this polDt 

extending along a tree line until it hit the edge of the woods. On 

The trees themselves were tall heavy pinee Liht offered little pre-

taction and whose only use 'liaS in making a tree burst more effective 

by their evenly spa.ced branches. A series of Qutposte 'Wen, o6te..tl!.sh~ 

on the forward slope in front of "F" Co on the 18tt extending aero e.-

the front of the battalion sector to the right where they reached 

the crest of the hill masS in front of "E" Co. Because of the nature 

of th$ terrain and the tog that had settled on the area, the battalion 

commander placed his anti-tank detenn8 well rorwa~d. Oft his 16ft, 

facing 'towards Bullingent he placed thr9tl 57mm anti-tank guns in the 

!ii"R witt thi'vo tank::~~:trcysrs i~ elQ~e eupport.~ ~iJ latter mountod 

, ., ","'JV .. ~MI> ~'V .'.", '," .. ~.~.I.l ... b:~ .. pl~9~§~ .. ~hr,~~ n:to.~~. ,.S.7~. a~~.~~~ank gun8. Each of these 57mm ". 
. . , '",,~, .,.. .. ~.. , "' ..... " ...... ~". .. #.' ", ~ ... :, ..,~":. "'''''f'''_ '. ''f,,,,)'' , .. ·,It •. '-''''' •• ·.'''\i>:~. of ",;,"\1 

anti-tank guns carried as part or their basie load 10 rounds or British 

: ........ ,'"T ~~,,,. , 
two Fcund:t1.r :;,;t,it j,ll e4 c·~m;,osl:U .. Q.~.r.ril"!Q ~~.r:t .w~'.!ld. fit t.ight i!\t(l the 

. " '" ( • ~ .. .. ~. ttj',,'~ , ~''1'J :~-*t :~~.t;' -:-' . 

bore of a 57mm anti-tank gun or the British counterpart. the six 

pounder. It had a muzzle velocity of approximately 4200 faet per second 
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had placed two mora tank=destroyere'in the D8xt tree line aDd kept 

.hi'Btli~ .t'i~~ .. 1,\'round t.ne, ~1P. and to the rear of it to be used as a 

counteratt~ek1ng force. aeh1nd the hill mass that w~s noMh or Dom 

a~tgenbach he placed hie ~lmm mortars (six). BGeau:e of the deplet-

ed condition of the battalicHl cti.usaa by tbe ai'ore me:ntioned action 

in the Hurtgen Iorest, the battalio:: ,::omme.nd~r'" ,.!'!.s unl1 able to ksep 

one platoon as resarve. (20) Thie unit was placl::u On th:; hi;;h ;r~'.!!'1! 

north or Dom Butgenb!'lcn. No 1"$801 ~ount8ra'ttack pl;1n VU1$ devised as 
f.,. 

the b~ttalion ~ommander didn1t reel mush could be dona with such a 

small unit. Any effective eounterattackl.ng force 'Would have to ~O!n~ 

waraed all commar~ers that t~e battalion must hold at all costs ~nd 

that no mun could ~iV8 
'""" 

inch of ground. 

DUl'ing 'c he 18th of iJecember the 2d Battalion, 26th Infantry 

sent patrols to th6 edge cf 

west dur~n!!. ,.he nl.g;nt. con5equently, tnis roa.d waS kept I.mder ob::er-

vl:t'r,ion ~nd artillery lire. 

On 19 Decdmber. the 12 Sl:i Pa.nzer Division b.,.mched a heavy att&.ck" 

',. 

.:.", 

• .\11 .. Iit·.·~.· '*""5.,:· ,''', ,"' ..... , .. losses.' (21}t. ""111e "he':iVl:'s&t' "(';"1.·""e'2i'r~~~.""«"!IIi~~.z .. a ... t .1{r.i.. .~4, .f;}r~Jl~.r¥r. ... ~~i.· \ '. ~ ... "" ' ...... .H>>iiI .... 

JirtztalC1 ttllC1 'T.he 1st "'nrantry at Dom Butgenbach. (See lIap "D-) 
sion at 

'tIw !~fjj.t thrl~st at tbe poel tion8 of the:td _-l!Mt.'iitllAt.Ti.Oafl,t 

of Butgenbach waB l&.unched ",!'oure 0800 hourll ... h .... :>_;;c~tMl'li 1} ke a 

battalion or infantry and 68'1'eral tanks hit up the Bullingen-Dom 

1948, 

$ 
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MLR co\"ld see the enemy infarttryaeploY3C perfe'ctly in approach for- ' 

mat10n ':'Jt\rl t:\.llowad them to approach within 100 yarns of the position 

without a shot being fired. 'Every man Wa"srea~d'y"''and i!e.t'ti1tg.t1'iJ'o(tt ...- .. "",. ", 

that time the leading ~erm~ns r~ed "Surrender" (in English) and 

. the 2d. Battalion let t hem have 

,6:~g!:.r.,:rI~,nti-tank guns, TDs and tanks. -l22) Very few of the enemy 
J~'" " 

five t:;II1ks destroyed in front of their position. Later, at 1010, 

two tu.i1ks 
a COmptUly of infantry were obaervecl moving ill 

on the 2d Ba.tta.lion positions from the south. Tho t~kB mano.gfJd to' 

work their way up to our road-blooks mere one of them was destroyed 

by fire from a 'I'D; the othol' tu.nk ':::l.thd.rElW, But not beforo ... bazooka 

team had d>tUiagatl ene of our tank destroyers. (23) The supporting ill'"' 

tim., another attack 

of by small-arms and artillery fire. At the same 

.. -.&.1..& 

about the s~e strength thrust eastward from 

Bulling~n~ it. tl)O, 'liaS dispersed wUh one tank (l(l~troyed. Otblilr 

tanks, Viur:-ing their way towarll 'ieiemee from the ea5't and ",,,..t, 01$1'1; 

turnec ba~~ ny inten~e artillery ~no mortar fire. (24) Units were 

moved to "t' poel._l.ons and supplGmontary poeit~ons improved. 

:+, " ...... ' ..•. ~~,., .. ~., .'., \jfo ....... .,.', ¥!, .. Of, \,' ,~) .. ,":. 

tank gun, followed by a Mark V tank. approached one of the MDuii'an';il:;'"'' 

;., ," " '"''''''''''''1* gU!li! i <i.e ~ '':€. :t. ~ ~_§!1.u~t~ i~,,~2:, ~~~~~y.,:.~,. sector. The squad held 

its fire until the vebiclu wore with 100 yards of their 57mm gl.ll1, ;T 
" 

(22 

" 

"Ii 

;';;,;.t "!;.(.. ~ . ...,~'. ~~;! I. •• w', 
- ~ 
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The two men manning the gun were killed 1n8tantly but th. a.rman 
···ISl. 

palllere attack/no more that day in tltat particular sector. (2S) 1Ior-

tar and artillery fire continued to fall in the area for the rest 
.1 .. 
ot the day as the enemy attempted to soften up the 2d Battalion in 

preparation for new attacks. Altlgether, the day was totally unpro-

duetive fro~ the ene~y1s p~ir.t of vie~; not only did he fail to Bouma 
• 

expcceive in both infantry and armor. (26) The battalion commander 

ordered all company co~~ar~ers to warn their men again that they 

must. i'Hold at all costs". 

Nevertheless, with the 1st 55 Panzer Division in serious straits 

te the west on account or the 12th 55 

the north flank, and probably because it wae cloar to th6 must in-

flated S5 ego that the campaign had stalled, the en6my continued re-

in deeision to foroe e. passage 

According to an enemy document their attack on ~he 2d Battalion, 26th 

Inf~.try Wtif\ to jump off at 2;:>11 hou.rs on the night 19-20 December.{2S) 

(This document had contained an after-action report 01' the unita t1ttacit.i.rtg 

northeast !'rom Bullingen on tht;! night 1~-20 December. It was captured 

r 
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'" 
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! 

~. '.J'!,!:,!~ .,:4.rt~',:!'~""1!'":":'4·irr:~"":;?' ,,~,~. 1~'·· I ~."~'" '·t·;' 

.. by t he 18th lnl ant ry on 24 December, 1947). 
1 
r the 2d Battalion, ~~5th Panzer Grenadier r..egim0nt, ~tt~.cheu. parachutis1:e 

i 
I" ,"-"., ~ ~ · ~Jrqli. .;1; !l~,,_DJ?~f}i!>lY~r\l-.£)1~1(~I'!'i~e~ ~_ ~9!l.1!x:~:t 10 n .G,!lE.~n,a~<:I" t: h~ 3d Bat:." ' __ '''.' ••• ,4._ 

talion, l~th 55 fanzer Re~iment whicb haa their normal s~rength 01 ~nree 

" ,'f! .::. ,: .. ,,;;.Sj ,.J,I ..... _ ~ , 

the 11th. = illurn1ng a.ttack hit ~ne 20 Bat~alion on th. left 

" ~t.;:~~~~~ 
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Thiot sqt.&t:1U .i.eu.u" ,1. aga.Ln ramen nOiJio a,nO'L ntH' en~J...1. ' 

Three 

more l'UUll<.!v wel'C; ll.redto ent'h.re its destriAct.Lon. (32) 

On t he .last ro ... n<1 t he brtJ~c n "loc k: t'a.l.i~a l..u vptUl anu the gun 

1 rom t ne ri:-!.rrt, epattering machie gun bul.1.ets 

Tne g n c.rew n1.vea lor :.Ltr; lOX-!lO.L6e Wl."th the 

&:Swung .lett und came netiCl on in an al" .. ~li.lpt to OVl:Il',nAn 

i.::!.way tlio 

ann stu~i{ HoLt'! flbuO ann sliouJ..oers out of the "turret to Uiro\.itrto 

, •• wi, .•• 
.... -----. 

\I ," 

s'toppe~, 

it Wt_E ntrver lccuted. 

et l.1J. 

01 

H~ n~artt tne tau K g",n lts wvtor and 

JUti'iJ as i't reaCfleu ilJ.s gUll posl.tl.on it 

'rne ~n~Ul'y t,!:1.&K CL'ew m ... st na.ve become cua-
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our ft.rtilJ.erJ tlav:tng zeroed 111 oa Bullillsen. this could not be' ~ .. eoora-

p11ahed there as oriiinally p~.Bned but had to be done two k1lQ •• ters 

? 
port stR.ted tb!1t C'nly 3 ~Jaerl.panth~:r e.rt.rl 10 Me .. rk IV tt"~'kf3 wer,) l~r1.. 

'lo 

U the1 had !'lct had toe rr.t·eh act:en Pl"::O~:' to this attack. tilon n 

CaD assume that around 11 tanks were destroyed bJ antitank guns. 

that which was claimed at the time of the ac,tion. 

B~ OOl~ +.,""J.~ ---~- ... a-l .... ..t.,..l'~ • .,..t. ... -- _·!·..I.- c '· tI 0 _ .. .... O.ll.Q,n'j " UJ;\, .I. U~ c;l.U V ':I (;.l,. v v c;. r. 

in excess than 

YiCiAi:ty irtflll £ullingen about every 4 or 5 hours until dark on the 

20th. (35) 5pacad batwaen theeB att&cks wee intermittent mortar fire 

that tell on the 21 Battalion all morn1ng and afternoom. At 1100 

ho~e the CO of the 

.:J.. '1,._ 
' .• I.JP 

there to $t~~n:3t'be:n -the ~1ti-tank de t':)!13G ::t.nd \ further c!)ord,inaie it. 

It VIas acreed that the 57. would riay OR the IILii dd 1'_&1. the 

first echelon of defense, particuJ.arly on Utte righi flank ilf"t;·,il;.;~,,,f;J·'¥' 

Gompany'. sector. stopping the eaemy armor before it eo~ld ehew up 

M-10g &~~ tan~e sitti~ 300 yards back. This target designation mia-

810B was' aD important factor at that timtJ as tha iog and tdri' of" 

hi t .,. .n·t nny-- 'F6'i'i~8 gracoioer t ... _- 200 "'arde. Tanka &pproao , ng enemy al'..A6 ~ ~. .. 'Ei1r'+Cij;I v~" U&U I 
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fbe rest or the b"ttalion dug in a fooi; 0;)1:' .j';iO deeper and prepared 

,.t..' " 

~'~~-""'-~·"~''''''~'"D:t,.r'lJ'tI·~glflJefied' out'-G,;tcf What his job wae. The battaJ.'io'll' "Qo'r~l1lW,nder 

checked the entire battalion line, reorganizing where needed and 

.... v f; J: ,;;, v ~'!l't.,!...L Y 

ecre~ning for since the 17th and 

largest continous mine field ever l~;.id on a.ny .amer~.c~nu~V'i3i6d i'l~dht'~i"" 

At about 

. 1"1 (.:1 ., ,:,.~r 
.......... • l 

(37) 

\' lato it the enemy put ~yerythitlg he had e.t hie COmm!tM, $.8 well he 

had to, ior by ')d.1I time his » •• d ,to bl"6ak tiu·c\igh tu ifiif! fiul.~1ii' ·sai 

'L.""eeC"lI~red lIt SS Panzer Uivision to the 
UOoloV-o---

,At 0300 hours the enemy blanki";rted cur posi'tione with an 1m.Ii ••• 

and cono~ntrated artillery, nebolwertGr 

n ~~ Bo·:ttalions. The nebelwerier rounds were falling 90 reuaa. 2d al1w-.:IC \A 

per salvo with Many salvos 

.' i 

i 
I • • I 
I • II 

'-
i 

._.,,'" 
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~!H~ lte~~.!e. cOlltinned for at least two hours. tee.ring into our 

positions aDd inflicting very hea'VY cattualtiee. TM batta.lioft position, 

i!:t all was possible vdth the rOl"'\~ra.r~ olement~ olihu' 

ment of tha 
- • .; .... 'l.. 
~; •. t .. v.\. 

1_ ... 

. \ ~'!t] 

time the battalion commander bega.n calling heavy concentx':;;!.:tions of 

Oompany, lor ~+ .... " 

to assemble !;nd. ~.1$O because their attacks h&i tended to elida from 

east to south. When the enemy u.tt·';.ck hit, 
. ' 

l u.l..:f\. il~(.~ 

"third of tnt1 

of 

right 
,;. - ~A~. 7" .. 
..". - -... - .... 

"ood~ and his rear by two tanks 

aDd two )A-lOse He had &. BRR. team irom Easy Company to pretect hi. 

At .. - ..... ,:~ 
y ..... ... 

-.I ........ ~·_::·~ ...... ..,. .• .,.\o\. ... ~ .. _,., ~' 
,'{"i'~ '" .• (; .• " \ .J;.' .... ':.:\-!.'f'f,", 1 , • • ," \.' :,1:--'/.':'" \~~l?ir' 
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_.. . Th:= Germ~ lJdptry attacked first, before the tanka J . laying j 

~""'~;~'h"'e""IILT1 e.utoml\ti'~ fire on the t1I.u1. '!'hey stf.rted to move in 1'rom the i 
, " I 

'''~'1I!o1hiMjI*",,'~~~~~.''i.RQ:~&l£ +,}la. -.:rAods .. VTl,';~h VBUI' l}~7·;Jend.·tcu"·"1~·D e,", 911"P,.., ., .. , ~..!"'~:'\'''''''':i'",,; Ii 
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l'I 
.\l" / "'" ..... "».,- f ., i 

in front '" OJ: 

. . . 
C il s'!, J..n~ 

n rumbleo rorvjr~d out or the fog. The 51mnl e,ntl.tank gun W8,a uready 

loa.ded \'!ith .. round of Sabot e,mmuniti.on when Gorpol'tU 3Chw'al7'Gz tirvt 

oh~ssi3. Atteru;)tin'~ ';',0 back up, the tank S\rung around to t.he right 

becaU8@ its left 
. . "CraCK waG " •• '"1._ ...... ,.,".,. 'v'\ rio 

"9 !'_!-'V t.,;,J .1,..4.4~ 

moving in 60 close that Gorror:?l Schw;:irtz bad 
>: "'I~'" ~ ............... ~M."t .. ', 

1;Q piok up his l!l to come to 11 e aid c£ 3ergad.iri;"·~tollier~ "~~6-tr~6r 

~ iiark IV Ii appeared moving out of the r"g on itte lett 

a.nd was quickly engar;ed hy Cor:~'s.ral Scbwarti who knockad it Gut \T.Lth 

gun and the gun crew wa~ iottcsd 

(43) 

III the meaatilae the Dext g&.lD on the left (No 4 on Map . wE") was 

1 ral' l;ed ~~s craw and engag~d the first of two enemy squad en,c' er .,. ~~ 

fircc.. tl:e 
tu.nks 

b~st from an enemy machine gun bit the reooil 

cylimer as the gun Wo,.5 going back into bt·l.ttary. It is not ~nO\"ln 

bar of his cravr, cr!-'\~!lao out in1io no-JIUU'k land in an attempt to knoek 

i 
il 
i 

! 
'l~~\' • i, 

i 

, • .;.~ "<. 

I 

i 
t 
;: 

/;j,'J.~r;;['·""W}oiJ'iI_""",""""!"<·""'" & I":"·' "/';;" ......... ,1' ·~i;;~ 
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.belling cea •• d. the squad leader could see a tank moving toward 

tbt!P MI,R, €ibout ha.lrw~y between bie IUD a!1Cl that of the No 4 gun po.i-

• • I 
t 

I 
I 
r 

tion. As he ga.ve the .J?'~ ":::~ ': ') lean, thu taTik rit'e;~, lohl?il!g S:. 1Qr.gs." """~ J ;""'''«'H',,,,,,,,l 
i 

squad leader saw that the "tank" was actually a self-propelled 150-

l.n6 '~~'l.;; ~p OD fire and knocking it Oll't of action. (45) 

Witi!. his attention centered on \its 

One a,ITlo:r_piercing round rrtJ~ ~1Ae German ta.nk penetrated the 

left of tile gun shield and hit the barnl j uet in front of ih18 bre.,ch 

ring, knocking 1,he g\.ln 01'1' its pintle. This gun crew wa.s captured 

left J had not been c .. ught 
Th$ ro~ etruek ju,t in tront 

of the rear idler of t .. tank. Smoke began to pour from the rear of 

the tank but its crew ~~ill bad some fight left. ~ Corporal ffar~~r 

reached for another round, the turret av~ng tov~d him. Yne ahell was 

half in t~ ch~ber when a b~r8t or machine-gun fire from the enemy 

tank mortdlly ~.vounde4 him. In titi'" aa:ys, 

i 

i 
f , 

f 
I 
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)'ive Marit IV tanks advanced. down the forward slope oftha 

Here they were halted by the fire or ODe of our tanka dug in tbe 

rectioft of the maia road.. Our two tanka in t_ barnyard were deltra~-

.d afar they had knocked out en. uorJ,Ilan tf~nk while three of the enemy 

~~ r.~r~ated to tne rear, evid.~lJ damagaQ by O~~ 

" , ,<,' "rht .. ,I'Ij il.~". ~' ... tire. The enemy 1,:)arrage at OBOG hour;, ~ cu.t a.a.J. :;;ire 80 cOmIDunica-

to er\ipi; irom tne woods on "he rl.ght he sta.nen 'to ehoot in et1.1;'neet. 

There wasn't much real control of fire alter 4aylig~ wbeA the e.r ... 

a~tack really got rolling but 

bJ the 4.2- mortars. This waS tile oDJ.J .ector tlm.t 

~:"m 

•• Jrted tbe artillery fire. The Battalion CommaDder 8stime;t.ed ,btLu 

of the <ics.y. Moet of -rais shoo,;ing wa.8 lI:t 'ta.nk 80\id6 8.. vel'Y J.J.lilfle 

could be seen because or the fog. Mortar l1re was coll'troll64 - 'Sao 

trout ltD8e. \48) 
The three enemy 'tanka :L1l the ·rtoini'tJ of the ba:ttalioa Of aOW 

I . 

preY8Dted P1 re-ee1;lf,blisblle!rl; of the u.t.ti. b1 our illfaDtry pd uso I 
I 

... " ·.f")/' d~ 
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The battalion OP wea down the b ..... at ot the large tara house 

~,,~\"~d walls ~1.t1ng of,.~~o\lt 'fQur"£e.t of concrete Md stone. 

However, those four' feet "cemed. extremely thin 17hen the enemy tanks 

ing but ":ere cut dO\¥n by fire irom e. bJl..rt. Additional a.tta~pts were. 

rolled up our righ~ flank and forced a gap of 300 yards in our YLR 

ing into Pom Butgenbach. The rest of 1Ji1e iiLR through ~,i"'~ Cvwpany 

the r~ght, the ~d Battalion would be cut oir and anirdla~du. For 

this rSaeon the battalion commander kept as much art~ilary 
""'\ 

on the woods ~s he could get his hands on. (50) 

. , 

broke 
-,,'" i ,,·.'t:fO'Y. 

~--.:::.::--

4- 0 T._o :-";'," mra':t!<'Ift~!," of' _>.l ~ •• ki_~ _- "u'_ cl1ecker~ He had comma.nded this :..~t~~k tn !J9 l".LU.U.~p _ I5i r 

and he wasn't about to give it up witiout a last ditch fight. Never-

tneless , all official papers wera dst';troyed in the Cf as a pracaution.{il) 

Tank and l~lJ comtnttnders wet'S brought in and. person.'l:I.ly diI"t:cted. 

One of our tanks waf; ~;V~0 feV,l1 off the hl.ll nO.rth of the OP to the 

aide of the building just as u. G·ermantafik Wu.ij gaing down tbe tro.il 

~ from the Cr. He fired one round at the enemy tank but must h&ve 

i";;i.\.''!ll.~i:~:''',~··· ';"_* i!lP"\i ..... ~;:~~it .. ~"tt.1ft ,"" 
t. .. ~ ,~ 

,.~ 
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"iraJli' j~.r.rjl~(atrll..n i II •• II •••.•• ·,'. MJI!J.'liI", 
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.. ;~.~.o.,t&e b8.rr~ge. The' only ta.nlto~ Tn' left tnat"tne- 'battalion commander -,-, I , ·1 
.' t&lt he. eou~d. iUOVo na,6tfio aoOiJfiU tank from tho i-d.ll iL0r t~A vf tl:v· !! 
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CP. 
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tSllks out with mort J.rs. The latter action stirred in om up but rii.r;t 

littla d::unage. ~ever~';"l bf'.zooke. teams \}ere ser..t cut \vhich 6~pceeded 

in knock.i.l1g out ~:1e t-:.nk. Tho la.st six ronnds wr9l. ... e firad. lot th;) re-

bit was a dud. (53) 

tanka could still block any In!untry attack to regain the MlJt and our 

tanks t?T6re una.ble to nf..nU6ver ,na told the com9n.ny eouiIne.ndar 1:D keep 

hie men behind the hill until they could be moved. Tnere they remain-

bOura. The enemy had launched attack after attack Oft both flanks but 

was alway. held ba.ck by our artillery. Oaly o.e 'rD and one ta.nk were 

in positions where tbey could be of some use ia dialcging th. 8ft-=, 
tanks in the ~p area or in preventing s.ny n6\! thrusts by t b8 enemy 

armor. The battalion commander " .. rned. 
. 
uu 

He rep11ea v~a~ n~ KDOW a 90.. ~ platoon had .oved into the let Battali~. 
and 

.ector the day beiore /might be able to 8.iJsist him by movi1li to the ftode 

i 
I 

I 
•• . .. i 

i.e, .. t ",-",.:~,. ". 

~~4!". ~~ ·i-.,~;.,.~·~~_it1""pw~~,..·.~~~ ... .It~~''',f.t, .\'~"M.,~I :4i~\'-~w 
" ,~ . 
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rear wa.sodJ..Lttved to be cut. ttle 90mm TO platoon from the 013 'ru 

-'ltat'taJ.ion watJ ordered to move to t1le Do. Butgenbach sector. W. ha4 

not expected theee TO'. as tbe lit Battalion bad been hit late in the 
-t.", .. .;\t" ,,4+1 -4. .. ~..ri\~~~ .... ~Joa.. .. jl'~t! ';J:'t.~rP~'~· ,.r-., :,\ ,~.~t\'",~.~., '" \".1"1·' .... ~' ,·h "'tit.. ~;~ "",':, ~I)J;"""'I , ,'., '.' ... tIII"l""' ........ -..·"'" ."" '" ._~V; 1,.', ~ .,,.,.. >~~\110';'': ...... ~,~'''''1(",''''''"''.' " ,'. ". 

morning by a couple of tanks spearheaded· by a t;;:tt~"i~\;··~f~·'i~r·;~trY:*···'("'55r"f"'~ 

In fifteen ml.nutes the platoon leu.der of the 90mrn reported. into 

the ~d Batta.lion CP. lie had infil~rated four o.tJstrolert) into tha !Josi. 

!lee.r the 8m".,.ll house lllolig the rOi?l.d to the no~~we=t of the OF to ws:toh 

the woods aDd the hedgerow. The other two were sneaked do\vn to the 

its nose a.round Ji. bu"ld.ing .9.nd Eire at 1I!!e east eM of the ::h~ri :;outh 

." '-'~'" ; ''n''o ·"f ,"";"IU· 

V arQ\.dl(! 1in~ \yr;l8t~ $:;line of tne CP VUlur.., 1t co",:J.d fJ.~e .. '" )be w~e't end of 

the wooden shed. After each shot they quickly loaded and tired the next 

one tan teet toward the other end of the shed. After two shots were 

't:-..e riglYt. Hf!t no sooner t!ot t1".rough tha.n one of 

the 90 is knocked him eri. This .Left only or.G QSr=G tank and he finally 

("'~j ,~y .. 

To further assist hJ.m, flIt''' Compc~y, 3d Battalion, 26th Infantry, 

was moved at about 16~O hours to pro~ect his right £l~nk from u~ fur-

ther u:tT,t1cks from the heiJ.vy \'!oojs on the rigllt. After the last tank 
','::..' .~,I 

had been cha.sed out of tne OP area, the battalion eomme.i1der btJg~i1 t'o 

check up and round up those who had 8ur.ived the a~tack and decided. 

with the h'31p of' "1(" Com!)~';ny, 26th Infe.ntry, he i'!(juld just about mtlk.e 

'. ~ ,,',) J\' . 
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ThroU6h GnClU1 l=risor..er 5 i't wee dete..-mined that the attacking in-

fantry had been 'lihe 25th puA.zer Grenadier Ite~i!!H~n1! t ~.I{hereas on the pre-

lOllied bu"t n can be reasonably alllilUlOled t.hc.t t n,'l' -,7ere the 1st !Jatt"lion 

aid ,24 Battalion of the '12ti~" -SS ?anier Rogiment. This was the last . • ,"' -; •. \. .• ~~~ ~"H-::~' .. . 1'"j·. ~,~,.::" .. ~.'tt{I ~~*l.c~t.~, ... tff..:';5::~" 

coordinated a.ttaclC t~..e.t the enemy attompted aguinst the 2d Batta.lion, 

26th Infantry, during 'l'he German Ardennes Offensive. 
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