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SN (Perscnal Experience of =n aniitank Company Gommander)
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This monogrepn covers Te® oparaiiona of the 24 Bgitolles,; 26tk L
. o=
| ] Infantry, Ist U3 Infanvry Division curing its defanse of the IZisenw ,'§
B | , sl L
R born Ridge in the vicinity of bem Butgenbach 16 = 2 duDacember, 1944 -  .{%
in the “"Ardexznss Campeign." _;»é
Going back to the 6th dey of June, 1944, we find that the lst o
, | i z
US Army, having o5 ome of its wssigmed units the lst ud iInfentry |
- - - i
| Divisions, hae cocursd & beachhead in Normandy, france. (Bes vap A) ~+,§
#
A montn later it forced un opening st Ots Loy rrance on 25 July, P
 ;;;“;“$;!‘“"'“”§%uu5 soutl. to Avraaches and northoazt tc Frlalse to assist fhe ﬁfx#i%§Qg:mgf;%dm .-
Army in anihiluiing the German unita trapped ithere. Ffrom thut poinémw RN
it swiltly movad cue ezst, seized Paris and raced tc Mons, Belgium '
where the remnewts of tme First #oTman srmy stiempted to escape from
the pockst caused by the rapzé advunce of the First Americen Aray
and the 3aecond Witish Army. (1) .
On 21 October, 1944, tne Commundant of the Ueramun forces in .
_ Aachen, uermanmy surrendervu 0 the ist w Ariy, im November the 1st
RGeS A n . R B
| US Army moved ihto the Hurtgen Porest araa “of “hecheh end on 13 Novems
ber began 10 exteEd its pemetrstions further into Usrmany. 3 o L

pam QENEZAY SITUATION
G e A O —

LW 1120 A NN o S O St - o it o Rt v

B On"15 Decembst,” 194d; "the Tev ¥ Aruy, couet iiag.of. e Thke o

VIIfh and VIIIth Corps, was continuing its attack east into Uermamy

men Ccity e % |

in an effort to seize the Roer River Dams south of the germ
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On the left flank was VII Corps which was engaged in consolidating

its positions and teking limited ohjestives heiween Altdorf, Gormaxzy - - %
f'\ on the north and Lammersdorf, uermany on the south. Betweem Lammerse {
s},‘ o Aorf; tarmany and a péint approximetaly 20 miles norih of Losheln, N % i
N; ;\f Vermany V Corps was making the main erfort by sttacking due east k i:
,f / to seire the Rosr River Dams. Onm the right fiank, VIII Corps was %i
) - 2y
(5~ ‘ ongaged in a pursly defensive rolf; being very thin.lj spread between i
; the above mentioned point nerth of Losheim, Gormany on the morth i
and Remich, Belgium on the south where it tied in with the 3d u$ i
Or T4 December; although V Corps attaak was eantin ied, there 7 ; |
was little advance., (4) ! %
: Un 15 December, emémy zctidh was stromg . Units im V¥ Corps re= " §
pulsed a counisratisck from the southeast in front of Lemmersdort, | %
Germuny snd pressed tforward tor smali advances to sécuro the balance %
oﬁmgpair objectives, (5) %%
\Si%;' pf\,"yﬁ.' , On i{he worning of 16 Decemver, 1944, after a careful analysis g
g,?f -3 of the aisposations or the troops of the let US Army amd RS BuCCesE~
?yﬂ- %5 ful assembly of twenty=two divisions in almost complete secrecy, j
the ememy launmched the greatest counier-offensive sgainst the Allied “

forces since our invasienm of Normamdy, Afier heavy concentratioms
of artillery fire commencing at 0535V on fromt line troops, arviiiery

.f positions, command posts and commymications ceniers; the attack,
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speurhended by two DRAzer ariiefy Eit of W BIORG IOy UBtwoek RoHuhEu et

on the north and Echternmach on the south, (See Map "B¥) As soon as

1
the artillery fire was lifted on the fromt line trocps; it was shift- 5
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In additiom to all this, approximatcly 800 parachutists, under
%hﬁ command of a Uols Ven der Heydte, were to jump dn the Elsenborn

S I e s w e gl :

Ridge area to selze importumt road junctions between upen and Malmedy,
| Suf .

Their miagion was to immobilize and hlock movements g; American troops

AR - vl Ao § o 4

from the north that could be used to stem the German sttack, Im °pi

of the fact that iaitially they ﬁet little of no resiétgnge in their

drop zone, their operation was a fallurs, A bad drcy apparently scatier— :
ed men and equipment and #:ey never did get preperly crganized, We o E

later faund out later that none of fhe pmratroops had been told of

‘ hies mission, othsr tham that further instruction would be givenm him

when he had landed. The only thing the Nﬁc;fgknev was thai they were

to hold eertaia key road junctionsi they had no secondary mission.

When they werse unable ic carry out their primary mission, ¥ ey hid

out in the woods, harassing isolated vehicles and taking a few prisoners;

Their oparztion was considered a complete failurs as they failed to

<

A

block any of our movments toward the panatrated area. (9)

The heaviest attack on WIII Corps hit et 6700 hours on 16 Decem=

it

B . - . -
B et e t i“ EX “ A

bor on elthor side of the Schnee Eifel Forest. (See Map wC4), Here

there were two avenues of approach towards the northwest and the enemy

.
s & srsnnas lad dnts tha kav vraad
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skate
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junctions at 5t. Vith and one on ths north lsd to the important

Eisenbo Ri&ge. Here, on the boundery between V and ViIT Corps,

Crade gwe G AR T \DUNEVENEE . JCU R NI
.....

|
i, ‘ tha r ghg fl-nk of the ggth Division in ‘the Bucholz Forest was Selt™ - v g
i , i

bacé ;ﬁd gn gnamv nenatration made nearly to Bullingen. (See Map "C"),

B .. By night, the aermans had made a deep ponotrationtahiles west and southe

west of Holzheim between the south edﬂe of the ﬁuvholz Forest and
L. 'f_'r'g; et
'wwwmmw&ﬁ" X%ﬁs?‘ AT i, ko, :,E’f:? .’f‘gf 3,?;;,,* W

: e RS Rl o KT w m‘mﬂ ot b ‘“ e "v_. o "‘\,..‘”" e, ket e dgien w:w%«w ;nM‘W‘""%*‘ M!« w—mm » e
s wobirese g el T 331 southweat thereof. the enemvy attack had ariven aGross our
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e SN P vy i il 2 s v, e g
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gone of the 106th Division in a shallow arc which bent back toward St,

Vith. (10)
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German atiscis on 17 December were slow in getting started,

A vigorous attack on the jﬂjh.nzxxsion at Monschau was r8pulsad bBut

wnits of tne 2d Infantry Division snd the 99th Ixfantry Division to

the south were torced to tull back., The 20th RCT from the lst Infantrv

D1v131on had moved up and counteruttacked s. -utn ol Butgenhach to restore

kthe line north of Bullingem. South of Buiiinger tne Germun 1st 53

Panzer Corps had hagun 1o pour through the gap. (See Map "C").E my

wnits reacned Malmedy wnere tney were GioCKeu .itrom driving 1o the nortn

oL AR T e A e

by elemeuts uvi ihe Zyist anginver Combat Battaiion. Tnese elemsnis

were bypaseed and ths panzer spearhead raced as far Wésl as Otavolot.

Uns armored :infuniry regiment and a TD battaiion were seni to reiniorce

the area around Malmed: The 10ot

. . -..,. . \ - . . . FITR A é s
$0 bs nolding out along positions in the Schnee Eifuvi Furest even .

voougn communications witn vnem nad been cut. The enemy had driven

T

Vith, wnere the /th Armored Division had been gent 1

roA ~

deep toward St.

A

On 18 December the eneuy greatly extended its penotrations. Tpe

-4 and 99th Injantry Divisions along witn the Zoth KCT continued to

hold the Line arouna BHut h and protect the umportant 4lsenvorn

Ridge. Tns time tudble or the zd

&

S Panzer CGorps was veing ncld up as

the Llst 55 Panzer Corps was having dgirficulty in securing thais ridge,

s e, 8

Through the gap soutn ot Butgenbacn enemy units had advanced as far

@1 ap 4

west ‘g8 Werbomont witn additional elements at 5touwont. At 1200 on

the iBtn

oi Decemper the 30th Inramtry Division reported one KCT in

L
Stuvelot and Malmedy, During the 18th General HODGHS (GG Let U: 8. Argy) é
~ it AL ol
notir.ed General GERUW (CG V Corps) that the 83d Airborne DlVlSlon was ;
mov*ng to tna thregt -euad 5&@*0; new ‘%m EE”ﬁu o6 L maéﬁ% G Lus is{ﬁ } &

« ; PR g BRI |/ ARSI e
‘ ? "%w‘%wwvwfﬁwWQ”ﬁmﬁag LRGN VS B Gvvalads o Y quPb. \;41 ;

TR 11 LU ) L e PRI
s ﬂmmw ™ RISy “w\,;;\,. i IRESARAMI S 4 3 1. AN S K - ST R R v [V, LT g
The Lst Lnxaﬂtf{.puv : e

gt R wﬁﬁ%\»ﬁ’f BRI ADB svin s ”‘“‘*%“

wM'_f LIS A0 103 WS, o Rl Py Eaiag s fod o

(11) a-1, p. 106- (14) A—4, p. 236;
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Force UAVIUGUN, made up or tanke, IDs, and reconnaissance elements of ’

,&ﬁﬂ.,wr@,A%%NMﬁwghoae ﬁnits_attachaa anqhasslgne& tu the 1st bivieion, were 'in vhe i
o S . w‘qa, "
vicinity o1 Weimes while the 18th [n.antry was unaer V Corps controi in %
e the vicinity oif Kupen on an antl-parachuive mission. \L3) é
i et b e e Frior to the Lotn o1 uecamcér the i8y infanbry Division had left i;
‘ tne vicinity vi verviers, Bsigium wnere i haa neen i1n V=Curpo ressrve . }%
’ . . in
T eny 16 Decembst, Tais unit had beep relieved irom :£Ts posiiion in the gﬂ
Hurtgen kores. on / Deceuber by ene 9th intentry Division and was receiv- %
|
ing Lie o irst rest period sisce 1ts asea Lt On Lhe beacnes ol Norwendy I8
' six montns before, The DiviBLlOn nAG Buiiwreq Very neavy Cas alllss ; 5}Q€;'§f‘
in tne Hurtgen Forewt action. Bspecinily sevore casualtlus were 8x-
perisncewa by tne zoth inrantry Regiment wnicn nau nal apbtuailiabdly
18UC casualties out of 2700 men 1n twu wWeuks u1 2 iguialifs Luci oed
in the uuove rigure was the .08s 01 wwu culipallics of the «d fubttmiion
anmt Worwe Cul 0I1l,y ourrounded, and aitner killed or captureu 1in tfie
§ tuwn o1 Merode, (Germany. (14)
: N . ,
g Fhen 1t cecams gi’fﬁ!"éﬁ@ +that the 13?0&?."&2&%‘63@&2,, wee of maj or yre-
E portions, the <o RUT waw pub SO w one nour «lert at lBuu'lb December. :
2
§ At 0300, 17 December, the < ®GT, less attacnec tanks and tang deSm g :
% troyers, moveu vo Yump Zlsanborn whera the CT commgnder reporisd oo ==
= aak preubprned , i
%‘ww sl AT A wwwwm}({i? miggm j;lﬂiij‘i. ?n:vfcwﬁffmin?n{ea%f?i? .i. - 3 ‘fff&ii'iaao ?} ° sarly -
: e A e ) o T T GRAREm 1 .

morning movewsnt to Camp Elsenborn was in the cold, penetrating fog

of mideDecember. Supporting units of the 99th Intantry 2ivision were == . =

(R by wdrt Cirts

clogglng ‘the highwuy it an IL500 4er dis

a,tf!-

- £ :
erlang 43 ths rear, At the

trisngle rorm@d by the junction of the Verviers-iupen-Hlalmedy Road

y,,ﬁrh, ,@BL“” hgﬁtasiaﬁ cwwnnﬁsr weg ﬁiauwes Ey % saiéier in the unie
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 The battalion commander replied thet that was Jjust who he was looke

A“vﬁag'fer and moved the columwn one At this Junetion the area was covered

ith peruchutes ond & little further up the road two or three enemy

A, P S-S I S ™ et T U T P o <
paraitruvopei’s iiTsG ohn the column, S2Yarery wWounhing ons iisutsnant.

This as the extent of the "blocking action" of the German paratroopé

oo ef Sols Yonm dar Heydte emcountered by the 26th RGCT. (15)
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and was given the mission of containing the enemy g drive and to

e . prevent it gpreading north to Rupen and Verviers, Thle cuusec some=
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oL thing of a race to develol : ‘petween the 26th Infantry and tne l2th 33

fanzer Division tor the uccupation ut Butgenbuch. At 1400 nours the

'26th lniantry se.zed Buigenbach and pusned 1ts 2d and 34 Batiailons

directly south to secure the hill masses overliooking Bu.llaingen in order

to sateguard the mair road to Halmedy as woell a8 a iarge stock pile of

artilisry awumenition on the southern adge of Butgenbach. This was accum-
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‘down s series of corridors and seize the huge Americun dumps at Liegé.
From there the Jermens could resupply their panzer units with Ameri-
can ga;liﬁé sad roll on to the port of Antwerp, their finel ohieekiva,

Also from Bullingen to Butgenmbach to Malmedy wae an additional supply

routs nsedsd to meiniain the forwsrd movement of their penetraiion.
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wooded hill massas %hat gave all the advantags to ths dsfender, The

gouthwestern flank af the ridge from Malmedy to Stoumcent was elseo
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wall protected by the Ambleve River end a seriss of hill masses that

i formed cross compartments for anyone attacking from the souths@isie _
% e General Kisenhcwer wae alsc very much worrzed abcu% the defense of
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this particular piece of terrain and called up Gemeral urad ey to

re sboute it. Cemersl Bradiey replied; "They can’t come through,

irae

inau

i
z
%
3
g
|

I've got the 1st Division sners " {17) Not only was the lst Division

é.; therse it was going to stay there at all cosise
| - For the first time since our landings in Normandy snamw air

became a factor to contend with. All day on the 18th of December thay

wepe active across V Cerp g front but the IX Tactical Air Command

was on the job. During the day a totel of 400 sortiee were flown and

cleims were highs 119 enemy aircraft destroyed, and 73 damagedj tweniy
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& —— ifiree gribrea vsurelcs <iatnnyed, 12 dapageds 188 other vehicles

LT

destroyed and 172 damagede (18) A large pert of this damage was ine

fliﬂted by the air Bieow belwserm Stevelet and Stoumont. (19)
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i ' During the late afternoon of 17 December, thq bgtt;lxan ccmmandor, ‘

{;% It. Colonel Derrill Daniel, called his company commanders and battalioa ;

[ § staff together and gave his defemse order. On the left he placed « _i"fﬁéé

[ % "F" Co on a ridgs that overlocked the town of Bullingen and ome of x v‘g

) the moin supply routes of the Sixth 55 Panzer Army. On the rignt of i

N 1

y’ ths main road to Zullinges ke placed 73" Co %o dsfond the szddle facw  *5;%%;€; ~

i ing south sast and extending tavthe right to include the main road - :r i
running south., "E" Co took up a reverse slope defense from this polmt "i~w§
extending along a tree line until it hit the edge of the woods. On %
both side of the tree lins the ground wos gbsolutely develd of cover. aftk;é -
The troes themselves were tall heavy pines bLiml offered littls pro= e 'Jg

EM tection and whose only use wes in making a tree burat more effactive gE

by their evenly spaced branches. A series of ouﬁﬁoa%a'ﬁeré ééﬁéﬁigshsd
on the rorward slops in fromt of "F" Co on the left extonding across-
the front of the battuiion sector to the right where they reached

E:: the crest of the hill mass in front of "E" Co. Because of the nature

| ji, - of the terrain and the fog that had settled on the area, the battalion

ﬂv commander placed his anti-tank defense well forward. Om his left,

aced threoe 57mm antiatank guns in ths gae
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= 3" navsl guns. On his right, protecting the MILR.OF "G" snd "E" Come=.
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penies. he placed three more 57mm antimtank guns, Bach of these 57mm

]

|

BB e g e

} CORRMITRL L sy e ety e e R gl T

anti-tank guns carried as part of their basic load 10 rounds of Brztiah

v meme. two powadsr 3st in s composition.ring tret would fit tight into the
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bore of a 57mm anti-tank gun or the British coumterpart, the six
pounder, It had a muzzle velocity of approximately 4200 feet per second | ‘%
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T Supporting his anti-tank defense on the 1eft the battailon comender T 7

haé placed two more $ankedestroyers’ in the mext tres line and kept

hig faur tanka sround the CP and to the rear of it to be used es a R
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counterattucking force, Behind the nill masé that was norh of Dom

Butgenbach he placed his 8imm mortars {six)e Because of the deplete o 'f@

ed condition of the batiaiion esused by the atore mentioned action = gl
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in the Hurtgen Korest, the batiglicn commender waS ULLY able tc kesp !

one platoon us résarVee (20) This unit was placed of the hipgh ground
jevised as

north of Dom Butpgenbacn, ®o real countsrattuck plon was devise

; N _ z .
B 4he baottalion commander Aidn't feel nush could be done with such a

small unit, Any effective counterattacking 10rce would have tc come
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from one of the otuer Vattalisnae At tha end ol the dsisnse A

11 amanders that the battalion must hold at all costs and
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that no mun could give up
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Through the hoavy fog thet seitled down on the ares the men on the
MLR could see the enemy infantry ds svloyed perfsctly in epproach fore
mation =nd allowed them 0 app roacb within 100 yaras of the position
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that time the leading Gerumans holls red "Surrender" (in English) and
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-~ the 24 Egttallon let them have it; ﬁwall arms, mathind gunRs, ms.ters,

~artillery, ntl-tank guns. TDS and tankse (22) Very tew of the enomy
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two tanks and about s company of snfantry were observed HOVIRE in

on the 24 Rattalion positions from the south. The tanks managed to

work thelr wa ug to our roud=blocks vhere one of them was destroyed
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panzers attack/no more that day in ﬁhaf‘particulérhaéctor.w(25) More
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expensive in both infantry and armor. (26) The battalion commander
ordersd all company commanders to warn their men again that they

must, "Hold at all costs®,
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According to an enemy document their atiack on the 2d Battelion, <oth
Infuntry wes to jump off at 2310 hours on the night ot 19-20 December.(28)
(This document had contained an atter-action report o1 the units attucking
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The battation CP was down the basement of the large farm house
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not expected these TD's as the lst Battalion had been hit late in the
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In fifteen minutes the platoon leuder of the 90mm re?arted into
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